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The National Alliance for Public Universities (NAPU) has urged Senate cross-benchers to reject Bruce Chapman’s model for the deregulation of universities fees. Under the proposal, universities would be financially penalized for raising fees beyond a certain threshold.

“The fact that the government is considering this option shows that it is now admitting what everyone else has known all along: there are no financial safeguards for students in a deregulated fee system,” said Nick Riemer from NAPU.
“But the Chapman proposal is no answer,” Riemer continued. “Since the proposal is to reduce the federal funds available to a university once its fees exceed a certain level, the government is effectively reducing its commitment to the public funding of higher education even further. If this scheme is implemented, Vice-Chancellors will have a further incentive to game the system by raising fees as high as possible within each fee-bracket, in order to maximally offset the loss of government revenue. This represents just another attack on the current generation of students by people who largely enjoyed free higher education themselves.”

“The last thing we need is this convoluted response to a problem of the government’s own making,” Riemer said. “You don’t create a fair and accessible higher education system by introducing a level of compensatory regulation into a fundamentally deregulated environment. You create it by not deregulating in the first place, and by recognizing the vital public benefits that flow from a properly supported higher education sector. With or without Chapman’s patch, deregulation will introduce serious inequity into Australian higher education, and give future governments an excuse to reduce the level of public funding even further.”
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