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The National Alliance for Public Universities welcomes the new minister of Higher Education, the Hon Simon Birmingham, especially in view of the carelessness and failures in the portfolio of the previous Minister. We note that he has defended Pyne’s lamentable policies in the Senate, but hope that this is not an indication of the Government’s future policy. Prime Minister Turnbull claims that the future of Australia depends on responding nimbly to rapid change in the 21st century. This can only occur if those contemplating their future feel confident to undertake education unencumbered by massive debt. We also note that economic modelling done by NATSEM (National Centre for Social and Economic Modelling) indicates that the former Education Minister’s policy was inequitable (particularly for women and the lower paid). That policy would also contribute substantially to the government deficit because the level of unpaid student debt would rise significantly. We hope that any major structural reform undertaken by the new minister will involve meaningful consultation with all stakeholders in the sector and not simply vice chancellors
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See article on NATSEM modelling here
